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Christine L. - Student
Irvine, CA
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as personal tutor
Time Spent in ALEKS: 45 minutes a day, 6 days a week
ALEKS Course Product: Algebra 1

Overall Experience:
I started using ALEKS this summer to review my 
Algebra 1 course.  Prior to ALEKS, I thought I had 
mastered Algebra 1, but after the initial assessment, 
I saw that there were still more topics I needed to 
learn.  I have used ALEKS every day, and in less 
than a month, I'm ready for the next course! I found 
this program very interesting and effective.  The 
explanations for all course topics were clear and 
concise, and I was able to learn them all in a very 
short time.  The results are outstanding and it 
makes me want to work on ALEKS more and more!

What challenges did you face in math
prior to using ALEKS?
It was challenging to find a math practice book that suited me.

What were you looking for in an online math tool? 
I was looking for a lot of practice with clear explanations to accompany each problem.

How was ALEKS implemented with other curriculum?
ALEKS improved my math skills by finding my weak points and then helped me to strengthen them.

What math progress have you experienced since using ALEKS?
Before ALEKS, I lost concentration easily and had to spend a lot of time on each question.  Since starting 
ALEKS, I found that I now work on problems more efficiently.  I am very satisfied with my progress and 
am looking forward to moving on to the next course!  Because I now work faster, more efficiently, and 
independently, I like math a lot more.
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Jonathan L. - Student
Denver, CO
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as personal tutor
Time Spent in ALEKS:  3 - 4 sessions per week
ALEKS Course Product: Principles of Accounting (Sole Proprietorship)

Overall Experience:
I found that I could easily understand ALEKS because it works 
at my pace.  Because ALEKS is able to teach me according 
to my needs, I was able to quickly grasp concepts that I had 
been struggling with in Accounting Principles.  ALEKS 
helped me to go from a 65% on my first test to an 
88% on my second test.  What else is there to say?

What challenges did you face in math
prior to using ALEKS?
My ability to understand and communicate the process 
required to solve problems was static.  With ALEKS, I was 
forced to demonstrate the proper principles.

What were you looking for in an online math 
tool? 
I needed a tool to help me improve my accounting skills.

What math progress have you experienced since using ALEKS?
I improved from a 65% on my first test to an 88% on my second test.  Before ALEKS, I went to tutors and 
had no improvement, but with ALEKS, I completed the course with an 82%.  I feel confident that I can be 
successful in other classes by supplementing the core curriculum with ALEKS.  
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Rachelle Ottosen - Homeschooling Parent
Olalla, WA
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as core curriculum to homeschool son
Time Spent in ALEKS: Varies, between 1 and 4 hours per week
ALEKS Course Product: Middle School Math Course 3

Overall Experience:
This past year was our first year of homeschooling. I loved the idea of homeschooling but did not do it 
for years for fear of WWIII in our home.  WWIII is exactly what ended up happening with the textbook 
math course we chose (even though it came highly recommended).  Then, a friend recommended 
ALEKS and the tensions came to an abrupt halt!  My son didn't have anyone to fight with and blame; 
he just did his math.  ALEKS is probably the saving factor in our homeschool venture.

What challenges did your student face in math prior to using ALEKS?
My son had problems sticking with the lessons.  He had to be hounded in order to complete his math, 
and even then I still didn't know whether he turned it in or not.  When he was turning his homework in, 
he would get A's.  Left on his own, he would get C's and D's.  When we started homeschooling with the 
textbook, it was awful.  He just about hated me every day when it was time for math.  He wouId cry and 
refuse to do the work and I would become the Wicked Witch of the West.  With ALEKS, math is his 
responsibility and I can see his progress instantly.

What were you looking 
for in an online math 
tool?
I was looking for conflict reduction; 
more peace in my home.  Mission 
accomplished! 

What math progress has 
the student experienced 
since using ALEKS?
I feel confident that my son has 
progressed in math, but more 
importantly, my relationship with 
my son is no longer being strained.
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Kathy Pease - Homeschooling Parent
Rockport, ME
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as core curriculum to homeschool high school son
Time Spent in ALEKS: 5 - 7.5 hours per week
ALEKS Course Product: Algebra 1 and High School Geometry

Overall Experience:
Overall we have had an excellent experience with ALEKS.  
The unique format allows my son to work at his own pace 
which is faster than what he would have been able to 
do in high school.  He was able to gain a thorough 
understanding of both Algebra 1 and Geometry in 
one year.  I liked the learning-based tests because 
ALEKS highlights the weak areas to make sure they 
are understood before allowing my son to move on.  
Also, we came to realize that these high school subjects 
are more thorough than the same courses offered in our 
local high school.  Often this son was working on the same 
concepts that our older son was learning in a higher level 
course in the public high school.

What challenges did your student face in 
math prior to using ALEKS?
Math class was either not challenging enough, or had too many concepts 
that were offered too quickly without enough time to master any of them.

What were you looking for in an online math tool? 
We were looking for a program that would allow our son to set his own pace while also providing the 
proper instruction to learn new concepts.  My son’s goal was to qualify for entrance into a prestigious 
math and science oriented high school, and ALEKS helped him get two full years of high school math in 
one year in order to get in to the school.  (He did get in!)

What math progress has the student experienced since using ALEKS?
My son was very happy to see the words ‘There is nothing left to learn,’  at the end of each subject.  I 
was able to “promote” him to the next ALEKS course at no extra charge!
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Robin Wright - Homeschooling Parent
Apo, Armed Forces Pacific
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as core curriculum to homeschool 10 year-old son
Time Spent in ALEKS: 1 hour every day
ALEKS Course Product: Mathematics - LV 5

Overall Experience:
I tried ALEKS for a month and loved it. My son is able to work 
at his own pace and I am free to work with my other children.  
My son is able to go through the math course and concentrate 
on concepts that challenge him.  I love ALEKS and signed up 
for the next grade! 

What challenges did your student face in
math prior to using ALEKS?
My son’s major challenge with math was finding time for me to 
explain each concept to him.

What were you looking for in an online math tool? 
I was looking for something that would explain 
concepts, check work, and monitor my son’s 
progress.  My son also needs instant feedback; 
ALEKS provides this and it has really helped to 
boost his confidence level.  I love the pie chart 
which helps him to see what he has learned.

What math progress has the student 
experienced since using ALEKS?
He has gained about half a year’s worth of 
progress in about a month.  My son loves ALEKS; 
he can see how much he has learned from the pie 
chart and he loves to brag about his pie.  He is more 
confident and I never have to remind him to do his 
math anymore; he just gets it done and then calls 
me to look at his chart or to show me a new concept 
he has learned.  He loves it.
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Jana Miller - Homeschooling Parent
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Scenario: Uses ALEKS as core curriculum to homeschool two sons
Time Spent in ALEKS: 30 minutes a day, 4 - 5 days a week
ALEKS Course Product: Essential Mathematics and High School Geometry

Overall Experience:
Fantastic! Both of my sons have used ALEKS.  My youngest son is 
being homeschooled.  My oldest is in geometry at Pacific Coast 
High School.  First semester, he used a textbook and received an 
A-/B+ on the midterm.  He switched to ALEKS at the quarter and
got 100% on his final; this is a child who has never done well 
with small details.  My other son started ALEKS in 7th grade for 
Essential Mathematics.  He finished that early and is now using 
Pre-Algebra.  I have assigned him one new concept per day; he 
does assessments and review as they pop-up.  He used ALEKS 
completely independently this summer.  I love ALEKS!

What challenges did your students face in 
math prior to using ALEKS?
My son got burned out on math early.  We started homeschooling in 
3rd grade and I saw that he was very good in math so I pushed him.  I 
backed off during his 6th grade year, but then he was behind.  With ALEKS, 
he caught up and is ahead without the frustration of having to do so many 
problems.  We tried so many other programs: Mathusee, Singapore, Horizons, 
Saxon . . . none of them work like ALEKS.

What were you looking for in an online math tool? 
I wasn't looking and I dismissed it when I first heard it mentioned because I wanted the pencil in his hand.  
I'm a huge math-lover, it always was my favorite subject.  My first impression was "no way, you can't do 
math online and I'm not going to dumb down to multiple choice questions."  Of course, that was before I 
really looked at ALEKS.  ALEKS uses minimal multiple choice problems; students must enter their answers.

What math progress have the students experienced since using ALEKS?
My sons went from being behind to being ahead in math!




